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Coming Events 
Board Meeting  
Mon. Mar. 16, 9:30 am 
Ager House 
 

Ager Association Spring 
Program: Mar. 23, 7pm  
Eau Claire Room, L.E. Phillips 
Library  
 

Board Meeting  
Mon. April 20, 9:30 am 
Ager House 
 

Syttende Mai Celebration 
Sat. May 16, Breakfast Buffet 
Grace Lutheran Church (details 
forthcoming) 
 

Board Meeting  
Mon. May 18, 9:30 am 
Ager House 
 

 
The Waldemar Ager Assn. 

514 W. Madison Street 
P.O. Box 1742 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin 
54702-1742 

715.834.3985 
www.agerhouse.org 

 
  

Save the date for 

The Ager Association Spring 

Program on Monday, March 23, at 7 

p.m. (Business meeting at 6:30 p.m.) 

 

We will be discussing On the Way to the 
Melting Pot by Waldemar Ager. 

 

Discussion Leader: Ager Association 

Member and retired UWEC professor Tim 

Hirsch 

 

The location: The Eau Claire Room, L. E. 

Phillips Memorial Public Library, Eau Claire 

  

The public is invited for refreshments and 

good fellowship—and a chance to connect 

with the thoughts of the legendary 

Waldemar Ager. 

 

Program planners: Tim Hirsch, Ingrid Coobs 

and Isa Small.  Doug Pearson, President. 
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“Hurry up kvik”:  Laughing Together with Waldemar Ager 
 

This program will be devoted to fun—the joy of experiencing Waldemar Ager’s satire in his 
novel, On the Way to the Melting Pot.  Retired teacher, Tim Hirsch will organize our 
conversations around specific satirical passages from the book.  He has also identified 
selections from the book for a “readers’ theater” that will be performed by volunteer 
participants. 
 
Waldemar Ager was a close and astute observer of Norwegian immigrants in Eau Claire, 
the setting for the novel.  He used satire to make fun of those who he thought were 
behaving in foolish and self-destructive ways.  He ridiculed those who were too eager to 
abandon their mother tongue and gain social standing by trying to speak English.  
Our fun will also have a serious side.  While Ager used the vehicle of humor and satire to 
point out the foibles of his Norwegian American friends and neighbors, he also wanted to 
“reform” them, to change their behavior.  Ager’s satire is based on his fear that by 
abandoning what is valuable in Norwegian culture, new immigrants would be left in a 
cultural, spiritual vacuum. – Discussion Leader: Tim Hirsch 
 
 

 
The President's Words 
 

First, thank you to all the many members who have sent in your renewal of membership for 2015. 

Thanks also to those who have become new members for 2015. Your loyalty and fellowship are the 

strength of the Ager Association.  

 

As you know, the past several months have been extraordinarily busy. The renewal of the exterior of 

the house was made possible because of the work and vision of the Board and because of the 

generosity of so many members and friends of the Ager Association. 

 

The fall season provided many opportunities for us to show off the house to the general public. In 

August our library committee opened the library one Saturday per month. People got acquainted with 

our collection of Nordic literature, history, and culture. 

 

Into 2015, thanks to Association volunteers, we are opening the house on two Saturdays a month. In 

March we are planning to introduce more people to the writing of Waldemar Ager with a public event 

(L. E. Phillips Memorial Public Library, EC) to talk about On the Way to the Melting Pot. 

 

Not too long from now it will be Kubb season. Also for the summer we are planning a three-day 

summer camp for youngsters to learn about Nordic language and culture. 

 

I hope to see you in March when we will talk about Ager. –Doug Pearson 

 

Don Etnier, 1935-2015.  It is with sadness that we announce the loss of Don Etnier on Feb. 
2, 2015.  Don was a longtime member of the Ager Association, who, with his wife Jan, 
generously supported many activities in the Ager House. A kindly man with good ideas, he 
served as treasurer of our board and gently steered us out of the fast lane onto firmer ground 
during his years in office.  We will also remember his role as nisse at our Advent parties.  We 
offer Jan and his family our sympathy, our respect and our thanks.—Ed. 
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 Reading Waldemar Ager 
  

 In late 19th century in Eau Claire at least 60 percent of the workers involved in the lumber 

business were foreign born. More than 70 percent of common laborers were not native born. 
  

 Many of the newcomers were from Norway. But they were only part of the mix of 

immigrants. Melting pot, salad, casserole – whatever metaphor you use to describe 

immigration in America, there's no substitute for individual stories and an awareness of 

history. 
  

 Prof. Kenneth Smemo and other scholars have noted that Ager's ideas about Norwegian’s lost 

their power and significance by the 1930s, but in the late 19th century and first two decades of 

the 20th there was a thriving Norwegian – American culture.  
  

 These facts help us think about Ager's On the Way to the Melting Pot, a story set at a time 

when first-generation Norwegian immigrants were struggling with the problem of identity. 
  

 Coming to America is a story of bravery and uncertainty. Living and adapting in America 

involves experiencing cultural and linguistic losses. Ager found a way of handling this tension 

by writing about it both lyrically and satirically. 
  

 Come to the discussion of On the Way to the Melting Pot on Monday, March 23, at LEP 

MPL, when Tim Hirsch will engage us all in appreciating how Ager looked at the world he 

inhabited and how he thought about the one he wished for. —Doug Pearson,  

  
  

  

 

Midsommar Event –Saturday, June 

14, 2014 

  

A Norwegian film crew from Pandora 

Film joined us for the afternoon for their 

documentary series Lille Norge og 

stormaktene (English: Little Norway and 

the Superpowers.) The crew was 

interested in observing Norwegian 

influences on Norwegian Americans 

today.  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Above: Eric Anderson demonstrates kubb to one 

of the interviewers on the front lawn. 

  

Right: Joanna Shager Hocker plays the 

accordion on the front steps. 

  

These photos are courtesy of Christian Dahl, 

Editor, "Lille Norge og stormaktene," Pandora 

Film, 2014.  The episode is available online: 

http://tv.nrk.no/serie/lille-norge-og-
stormaktene/KMTE30004412/sesong-
1/episode-4 
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The Christmas Tapestry 
 

By Helen Wurtzel 

 

The Ager House was given a beautiful old framed tapestry in December.  It has been 

hung in the dining room, which is appropriate because the tapestry shows a festive 

dining table with people gathering around it at Christmas.  The colors are soft and it 

fits nicely into the room décor.  
  
Ingebrigt Krigsvold brought the tapestry from Norway to America in 1905. He came 

to join his brother Ole, who had come here in 1902.  Ingebrigt and Ole had been 

cabinet-makers and continued in the carpentry trade here.  The tapestry was carried 

unframed, and Ingebrigt later made the frame for it. 
  
Sylvia Lee is one of Ingebrigtôs daughters.  She brought it to the Ager House with the 

help of her daughter Sharon Berg.  Sylvia is the sister-in-law of Ev Krigsvold, one of 

our members.  Sylvia is a lovely, interesting ninety-year old with fascinating family 

stories to tell.  Sylvia remembers the tapestry always hanging in their home, so she 

knew it was important to her father, Ingebrigt, but she doesnôt know its history before 

he brought it to America.  
  
The Ager house has meaning for Sylvia because Waldemar was partly responsible for 

a great kindness to the Krigsvold family in 1918. 
  
Ager knew Ingebrigt and his Norwegian wife, Anna, because they belonged to the 

same Temperance Lodge.  In fact, Ingebrigt and Anna met there!  Sadly, Anna died of 

the flu in 1918, a week after giving birth to twin girls at Luther Hospital.  They would 

need two years of hospitalization because they weighed less than 2 pounds 

each.  Ingebrigt and Anna had two other boys at home as well. 

  
Ager and Pastor B.R. Syrdal organized a plea for financial help through letters in the 

Reform and received donations that were mostly from $.50 to $5.00, for a total of 

$469.80 for the hospital bills for two years. 
  
Eventually, Ingebrigt married again.  He and Mary had three more children.  One was 

Sylvia, who donated the tapestry.  One was Einar (Evelyn Krigsvoldôs husband) and 

one was Marvin.   The tiny twins, Ethel and Evelyn, lived to be 88 and 91 years old! 
 

  
 

Opposite: Ev Krigsvold is shown with the tapestry.  Photo by Norb Wurtzel. 
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After the tapestry was settled in the Ager House dining room, we sent two photos to 
Laurann Gilbertson, chief curator at Vesterheim.   Here is her reply...  Ed. 
 
Ella, You're right that the tapestry is machine woven.  Long narrow tapestries were very 
popular in the late 1800s and early 1900s for framing for parlors, etc.  We have several of 
this general type that are scenes of major cities of Norway. 
 
I don't know where these were made.  It would have taken a complex loom and while there 
were some of that type in Norway, it may be that these were made in England or 
Germany.   
 
I have seen your design before - in Lila Nelson's kitchen.  It's a scene of a Christmas 
celebration. To me the clothing looks more Swedish, though I suppose it could be eastern 
Norway.   
 
Either the dyes were fugitive, or these have all seen a lot of light (likely) so these subtle 
colors are typical of the tapestries today.  They were probably brighter originally. 
 
It's a charming piece and a lovely frame.  It looks very nice in the dining room of the Ager 
House. 
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2015 Membership/Renewal Application 

Once again we are asking for your help to meet our operational needs. YOUR donations help us 

pay for such things as lawn care and snow removal, heat and light, water and sewer, telephone, and 

insurance. Newsletters and programs also are benefits of membership and require membersô financial 

support.  

Please use the form below to send in your 2015 membership contribution at this time. We 

appreciate having your email address in order to notify you of special events. 

The Ager Association Membership/Renewal Application  

PLEASE MAIL YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO THE AGER ASSOCIATION.  
  
Name____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code______________________________________________________ 
 
Email_________________________________________Telephone_________________________ 
 
Mail to: The Ager Association, P.O. Box 1742, Eau Claire, WI 54702  

Annual Membership Levels: New_______ or Renewal______ (Please check one.) Life 
Membership: $1,000_______ _ Supporting Membership: $100 ________ Sustaining 
Membership: $50________ General Membership: $25_______  

Additional Gifts in Memory or in Honor of ___________________________________  

Other gifts may be designated for the Endowment Fund of the General Fund.  

Thank you for your membership in the Ager Association.  

 
 

 

We want to open the house twice a monthɂon the second and fourth Saturday 
each month from 10 ɀ 1. We need two people at each shiftɂone to assist people 
wanting to use the library and one to greet people on the main floor and 
introduce them to the house.  Doug Pearson and Carol Anderson took the January 
shift and Norb and Helen Wurtzel volunteered for February.  If you are interested 
in helping out, please contact Doug at 715.834.5204 or pearsoda@uwec.edu. 

Norden Folk announces that the annual Syttende Mai celebration will be 
held on Saturday, May 16, at Grace Lutheran Church.  There will be a 
breakfast buffet identical to one that is traditionally held in  
.ÏÒ×ÁÙȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ËÅÅÐ ÙÏÕ ÐÏÓÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ  
 

 

mailto:pearsoda@uwec.edu
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The Ager Association 

2015 Board of Directors 
Doug Pearson, President 
pearsoda@uwec.edu 
715.834.5204 
 

Vicky Finstad, Vice President 
vfinstad@yahoo.com 
 

Ella Fossum, Secretary, Newsletter 
ella_fossum@wi.rr.com 
262.554.6014, 262.664.3615 
 

Stan Hillestad, Treasurer 
hill33@charter.net 
715.834.3749 
 

Eric Anderson, Programing 
eem_anderson@yahoo.com 
715.830.0122 
 

Carol Anderson, House activities 
pcanderson6@yahoo.com 
715.834.7891 
 
Ingrid Coobs, House activities 
ingridcoobs@yahoo.com 
715.933.4105 
 

Robert Esse,  
robertesse@yahoo.com 
 

Marian Klish, Arts program,  
mklish@hotmail.com 
715.831.8468 
 

Mary Elworthy 
elwortek@uwec.com 
715.379.7491 
 

Robert Fossum 
robertfossum@gmail.com 
715.924.4111 
 
Orv Bierman, Rep. from Norden 
Folk; biermaol@uwec.com 
 

Ken Ziehr, Past President 
kenziehr@charter.net 
715.832.0956 
 
Steve Loken. Webmaster 
bravo@sjloken.com 
 
YOU! 
 
  
 
 

Recent Acquisitions 
Sylvia LeeɂFramed tapestry of old Norwegian 
Christmas, brought to this country in 1905 by Ingebrigt 
Krigsvold 
  

Contributions 
Tryg AgerɂIn memory of Roald Ager and all his 
brothers and sisters  
Carolyn BarstadɂIn memory of Agnes (Aggie Hart) 
Gabrielsen 
Pete and Carol AndersonɂIn Memory of Alf Hjemboe, 
Jeff Wurtzel, Art Faaren and Don Etnier. 
Don and Jan EtnierɂGeneral Fund (This was received 
ÐÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ $ÏÎȭÓ ÐÁÓÓÉÎÇɊ 
Bob and Sue NelsonɂIn memory of Rod Johnson, 
General Fund 
Leon SalanderɂGeneral Fund 
Lauren AgerɂIn memory of Roald S. Ager 
Alvin RollandɂGeneral Fund 
Tom and Pat TompkinsɂIn memory of Bob and Avey 
Osterhus and Rod Johnson 
Ev KrigsvoldɂIn memory of Don Etnier 
 

New Members 
Nancy Gleason, Seattle, WA 
Lynn Gleason, Poulsbo, WA 
Waldemar Ager Oyen, Poulsbo, WA 
Tulla and Roland Froyen, Minneapolis, MN 
Kathryn Sandquist 
Sharon Ferguson, Rice Lake, WI 
  
Stan Hillestad reports that we  have 55 paid 
memberships for 2015 and 16 life members. 
 

Internet 55 ClubɂWe are still looking for four 
donors to cover the $55 monthly cost of Internet 
serviceɂSept.- Dec. 2015. 
Note: The next meeting of your board is Monday March 
16, 2015 at 9:30 am . 
 

mailto:hill33@charter.net
mailto:eem_anderson@yahoo.com
mailto:bravo@sjloken.com
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  The Ager House 
514 W. Madison St.  
P.O. Box 1742 
Eau Claire, WI 54702-1742 

7ÅȭÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
2015 National Kubb 
Tournament in Eau Claire: 
Last year Stan Hillestad formed a kubb 
team of family members to compete in 
the tournament.  Here is Stan wearing 
ÈÉÓ ÔÅÁÍ ÎÁÍÅ Ȱ,Á +ÕÂÂÁ .ÏÓÔÒÁȢȱ 
  
Think about forming your own team! 
 

Kids Kubb and Nordic Culture 
Summer Activities are in the 
works.  We will issue a formal 
announcement when these plans 
are complete. 
 

 
 


